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mstrange light’ again
weported ,b officials

G w[3bfp) < macee.-
ap, GALVESTON — For the third night running,

Ep_yalveston County officials and residents report-

«d seeing a “strange light” hovering in the sky
nqbove the county. :

ps‘ Precinct 3 Constable Joe Scrofne said he saw

an ne light in the sky Wednesday night as he faced

. outh from Hitchcock. He said the object, which

% e viewed through binoculars, was white with

d- &d, yellow and green lights on the edges.

im -~ Since reports of the strange light in the sky
;e jegan Monday, most persons have said the ob-
r- Ject remained stationary.

7 1 But Scrofne said the object appeared to him to
. /drop lower in the sky for a time.

n =« ' I've never seen anything like it,” Scrofne
.. -8aid. “I don’t know what it was. It could have

.been just a reflection from the sun or some-
£:thing.” : :
1L Scrofne said the light, which he first saw at -

about 6:45 p.m., remained visible for several

minutes.
‘ Scrofne added that he was glad other persons
/. reported the object “‘so people won't think I'm

Scrazy.”

* " The Texas City and Hitchcock police depart-
ments each reported receiving several calls
about the light in the sky.

The strange apparition was reported over
Galveston Island Monday and Tuesday nights.
But the mystery light was seen over the main-
land part of the county by Scrofne and others.
Wednesday.

%1 So far, no one has been able to explain what
* 7 the light is.

“""A U.S. Coast Guard helicopter pilot said
. Wednesday that he thought the light sighted
o:over Galveeston Island was a reflection on
- louds or haze over the island from the flames
.“-of an oil rig about a mile offshore. The rig’s
- “'personnel were burning off natural gas.
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Man gets uynusual
visitor f\j(zg%f'sky b
= B

e
SEATTLE (AP) — Art Sala had an unexpected

drop-in visitor ‘o his back yard recently — an air-
plane door.

'_I‘he 27-year-old University of Washington student
said he heard “a thundering crash” as the door of a |

‘ nine-passenger, turboprop airplane fell into his yard.

'I_‘he door came from a Beech King Air 200 aircraft
flying at 2,000 feet after taking off from Boeing Field.
Non.e of the passengers, who included three Rainier
thlonal Bank executives, were sitting near the door,
said a bank spokesman. No one was hurt.

Sala said he was standing where the door landed
only two minutes before the incident.

Bank officials said they did not know why the
plane’s door came off, but said the Federal Aviation
Administration was investigating.

The plane returned to Boeing field after the inci- !
de1_1t, said Mike O’Connor, the FAA’s regional duty |
officer. He called the mishap ‘definitely unusual, to '

_saythe least.” ‘
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cylinder found in Africa:

: : watching it streak from,
.C AIIL;\PgAE A}\(lgnf?]’éé; the sky and smiash into the
space Center engineers BTOUNC- . TSR T
are analyzing a charred b.Plnlli(e;gog ‘ ks'abld he
metal cylinder found in rought it back “because

; e i it. might have
southern Africa to see if it 1€ believed it. might ha
was part of a lost satellite. been pdﬁt tf’f thetrexternal
The object, smaller fuel tank from the space
than a human fist, was shuttle Columbia's first
brought to the United mission in April..But engl-
| States by an American neers said the metal hasa

e ho said it high iron content, leading
g;;srsggn?r%swz;gdsirush them to believe it is from

2. PORLErR—

o WO
FI yingl 548

spotted over
- Texas coast?

S PARRER _

GALVESTON (AP) — An eer-
ie white glow described by some
viewers as a “flying saucer”
hovered over the Texas coast
for several hours and then dis-
appeared into the hazy sky, au-
thorities said today.

Residents in an area extend-
ing from Winnie to this resort
island of 60,000, inundated the
Coast Guard and police with
phone calls Monday, saying
they had spotted a “flying
saucer.”

Several Galveston police offi-
cers and a night dispatcher also
said they saw the unidentified
flying object. One officer said
he got in his car and attempted

to move closer to the light, but
he said it moved westward and
then disappeared.

Similar sightings also were
reported in Winnie and La-
Porte, officers said.

“We started getting calls
about 8 p.m. from people who
said they’d seen a white flying
saucer,” said Coast Guard Pet-
ty Officer Matthew Walters.

- “The first calls we got had the
thing near the airport, and then

the last calls we got about 2
a.m. had it over a hotel on the

ucer
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\0%216f1 light
seen overs

Galveston
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JERRY URBAN
News Staff Writer

No one knows what it was, but
some kind of large weird light
was seen over Galveston Island

Monday night.

Several Galveston police of-

ficers saw it, whatever it was,
and some citizens called police
about the mysterious uniden-
tified flying object.

Police werefirst alerted to it at
7:54 p.m. when they received a
call from a citizen who saw it in
the sky west of 32nd Street and
Avenue H — it was a “‘white glow
in the sky,’’ he said.

Then several officers stepped
out the back of police head-
quarters downtown and saw it.

Sgt. Dennis Langford said it
looked like a large white light
and was stationary west of the
station, appearing to be just over
the roof tops.

When Langford drove out to
Seawall Boulevard, he said it
seemed to slowly sink and move
west down past the airport.

Langford said, ‘I don’t know

what it was.”’ ;

It didn’t look like any kind of
aircraft and it didn’t . have
blinking lights, he said. “‘If it was

5 o

seawall.”
Nl

}+ . Coast Guard officials have said the reflection

of offshore flames has been known to appear on
_ “tlouds many miles away from the sources of the
* flames.
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when it landed: a satellite; possibly Sovi-
égacelzrlgeicy engincers - €t They said tvhe‘_-shutt}ie
said it likely was “‘space tanks broke, up‘ovefr,t 9
junk,” possibly from a Indian Ocean, east of Alrl-
decayed satellite that dis- & ;
integrated in the atmos-
phere. :
Emory Pinkerton, 58, of
Greer, S.C., a Baptist mis-
sionary, said -native
tribesmen, in a country he
would not disclose,
brought him the object. ‘
He said the tribesmen told
him they dug it up after

an aircraft, it hung there a long
time.”

.No one knows what it was, but
witnesses who saw it provided
contradictory information.

The Coast Guard said a citizen
described it as having flashing
red and green lights.

Another Galveston police of-
| ficer told a police dispatcher it

looked like an orange star.
Anyway, whatever it was, it

was last seen about 8:25 p.m.,

‘, according to police reports. :

It's not the Star of Bethlehem
on Christmgs cards; it's a UFO
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ST. LOUIS (AP) — That glowing objec
, ( t
Jackson’s Christmas cards isn't thg Sta]r of %21%&?::: l

it's a UFO that she says f
Wisconsin woods recently)., i R

“It just looks like Christmas,” said M
y ik mas, rs. Jackson.
That very bright, glowing object peeking thrf)?xngh the
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